
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As this FY came to an end, let’s reflect for a moment on the 17 Sailors and 9 Marines that lost their lives 
in a motorcycle crash.  If you are a rider, you know the enjoyment you get out of riding, but let us not 
forget the inherent risk involved with riding.  Remember those two wheels are less crashworthy then a 
closed vehicle and are less visible to other drivers.    
 
Operating a motorcycle requires both a physical and mental skill set not everyone has developed. 
Therefore keep you skill set current, and if you change or upgrade to a different motorcycle, you might 
want to think about taking the Level I course again to know how that motorcycle handles, especially 
during a braking maneuver. 
 

RIDER DOWN REPORT 
 

USN Rider fatalities for FY 21…17 (FY-21)   USMC Rider Fatalities for FY 21….09 (FY-21)      
USN/USMC Fatalities this report:  0/1    Total Motorcycle mishaps this report: 36 
 
Legend:  00  or XX = (Info not available) / NR = (Not reported) 
 
This report is a monthly update of the motorcycle mishaps that have occurred throughout the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps. The 
data listed in the header reflects what was reported for the time period covered. 
 
Recommendation: MSRs use this information during motorcycle training and mentorship programs and forward to other 
personnel who may have an interest (with the exception contained in the notice below).   
 
Note:  Risk Management Information (RMI) is active, and ALL commands shall submit mishap reports into this system.  
Go to https://afsas.safety.af.mil to sign up for an account. 

The information contained in this report is based on preliminary information 
and is provided for hazard awareness and training purposes only.  Official 

mishap data should be obtained from the Naval Safety Center. 
 
 

https://afsas.safety.af.mil/


 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Many of the mishaps involved the rider losing control, due to either excessive braking or not properly 
braking, (see examples below).  
 
If your braking skill set is not what it should be, then you sure don’t need to find out in a panic stop.   
 
If you haven’t taken a LVL II motorcycle safety course where braking in a limited distance is one of the 
skill sets taught, maybe you should think about retaking the course. 
 
Also pasted below is a link to the Motorcycle Safety Foundations (MSF) videos web page.  Share this 
link with riders for some valuable rider information. 
 
https://www.msf-usa.org/videos.aspx 
 
Braking Mishap Narratives: 
 
• Mishap member applied brakes, at which time the SVM flew over the handlebars impacting the 
pavement, causing the motorcycle to slide under the vehicle in front of him.   
• SVM applied the brakes and locked up the back wheel causing loss of control.  SVM was ejected 
from the motorcycle and landed on the road. 
• “After applying front brakes the next thing I knew I was looking at my handlebars and my body 
was moving over them.”  
 
If your braking skill set is not what it should be, then you sure don’t need to find out in a panic stop.  If 
you haven’t taken a LVL II motorcycle safety course where braking in a limited distance is one of the 
skill sets taught, maybe you should think about retaking the course. 
 
r/Michael Borkowski 
 
 

The Naval Safety Center received the following reports for September 2021 
 
Fatal Mishaps: 
 
05 September 2021/1050L - 20 year-old, E-3 Location: Ventura, CA  
Yr./Make/Model: 0000 Kawasaki (Sport)    
PPE: Yes 
License: NR 
Training: Level I (NR) / Level II (NR) 
Remarks:  Rider was NB on HWY 101 and was involved in a crash with another vehicle, resulting in a fatality. 
Mishap still under investigation.   
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.msf-usa.org/videos.aspx


 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Non-Fatal Mishaps: 
 
30 September 2021/1355L - 00 year-old, E-6 Location:  North Chicago, IL 
Yr./Make/Model: NR 
PPE: Yes 
License: Yes 
Training: Level I (NR) / Level II (NR) 
Remarks:  Rider rear-ended a stopped vehicle and received injures to the right shin and knee. 
 
30 September 2021/1600L - 32 year-old, E-6 Location:  Jacksonville, FL 
Yr./Make/Model: 0000 Harley Davidson (Non-Sport) 
PPE: Yes 
License: Yes 
Training: Level I (Jul 2021) / Level II (NR) 
Remarks:  Rider was stopped at a signal light and was rear-ended by a vehicle.  Rider received injures to the check 
bone and road rash. 
 
30 September 2021/1930L - 24 year-old, E-3 Location:  Yuma, AZ  
Yr./Make/Model: 0000 Honda CBR (Sport) 
PPE: Yes 
License: Yes 
Training: Level I (Mar 2021) / Level II (NR) 
Remarks:  Rider was involved in a motorcycle crash at an intersection with another vehicle – no further information.  
The rider was transported to a local hospital for injuries sustained. 
 
27 September 2021/1600L - 00 year-old, XX Location:  Virginia Beach, VA  
Yr./Make/Model: NR 
PPE: Yes 
License: Yes 
Training: Level I (NR) / Level II (NR) 
Remarks:  Rider was commuting home from work and was cut off by another vehicle.  Rider laid the motorcycle 
down to avoid the crash.  The rider was seen at a local hospital for neck pain. 
 
26 September 2021/1300L - 21 year-old, E-3 Location:  Destin, FL. 
Yr./Make/Model: 0000 Kawasaki Ninja (Sport) 
PPE: Yes 
License: Yes 
Training: Level I (Aug 2021) / Level II (NR) 
Remarks:  Rider was involved in a motorcycle crash - no further information.  The rider was transported to a local 
hospital, for treatment. 
 
26 September 2021/0730 - 25 year-old, E-5 Location:  JBPHH Honolulu, HI 
Yr./Make/Model: 0000 Yamaha MT03 (Non-Sport) 
PPE: Yes 
License: Yes 
Training: Level I (NR) / Level II (NR) 
Remarks:  Rider was on base driving to work when the rider lost control of the motorcycle due to gravel. Rider was 
transported to a local hospital for treatment. 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
25 September 2021/1750L - 00 year-old, E-6 Location:  Yuma, AZ 
Yr./Make/Model: NR  
PPE: Yes 
License: Yes 
Training: Level I (NR) / Level II (NR) 
Remarks:  Rider was struck by a vehicle changing lanes and was pinned against the curb and other vehicle.  Rider 
transported to a local hospital and treated for torn quadriceps. 
 
23 September 2021/2000L - 19 year-old, E-2 Location:  Hanford, CA 
Yr./Make/Model: NR 
PPE: NR 
License: NR 
Training: Level I (NR) / Level II (NR) 
Remarks:  Rider hit a bump in the road, lost control, and crashed. No further information.   
 
23 September 2021/2000L - 19 year-old, E-2 Location:  XXXXX. 
Yr./Make/Model: NR 
PPE: Yes 
License: Yes 
Training: Level I (NR) / Level II (NR) 
Remarks:  Rider w/spouse as a passenger traveled through an intersection with a green light when a motor vehicle 
made a left turn in front of the rider.  Rider transported to a local hospital and treated for a broken leg and wrist.   
 
22 September 2021/0600L - 00 year-old, E-6 Location:  San Diego, CA 
Yr./Make/Model: NR 
PPE: Yes 
License: Yes 
Training: Level I (NR) / Level II (NR) 
Remarks:  Rider was stopped in traffic behind another vehicle when rear-ended, pinning the rider between both 
vehicles.  Rider was transported to a local hospital and treated for multiple lacerations.   
 
20 September 2021/1220L - 32 year-old, E-6 Location:  Fresno, CA 
Yr./Make/Model: NR 
PPE: Yes 
License: Yes 
Training: Level I (NR) / Level II (NR) 
Remarks:  Rider was in a roundabout when another vehicle entered in front of the rider forcing the rider to lay the 
motorcycle down to prevent the crash.  Rider received injures to the hand and lower back. 
 
19 September 2021/1950L - 00 year-old, E-6 Location:  Ventura, CA 
Yr./Make/Model: NR (Non-Sport) 
PPE: Yes 
License: Yes 
Training: Level I (Aug 2021) / Level II (NR) 
Remarks:  Rider lost traction when changing lanes across a traffic lane marking and crashed.  Rider received injures 
to the right hip and knee. 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

19 September 2021/1400L - 40 year-old, E-6 Location:  Virginia Beach, VA 
Yr./Make/Model: 0000 Kawasaki Ninja (Sport) 
PPE: Yes 
License: Yes 
Training: Level I (Aug 2021) / Level II (NR) 
Remarks:  Rider was involved in a motorcycle crash when a vehicle made a left turn in front of rider.  The rider was 
transported to a local hospital for treatment. 
 
17 September 2021/0030L - 00 year-old, E-4 Location:  Cleveland, OH  
Yr./Make/Model: Scooter (Non-Sport) 
PPE: Yes 
License: Yes 
Training: Level I (NR) / Level II (NR) 
Remarks:  SVM lost control of the scooter on the roadway and crashed.  Rider treated at a local hospital for a large 
laceration to the knee. 
 
16 September 2021/0654L - 30 year-old, E-4 Location:  Lemoore, CA  
Yr./Make/Model: 2009 Yamaha R1 (Sport) 
PPE: Yes 
License: Yes 
Training: Level I (Feb 2018) / Level II (Jul 2019) 
Remarks:  Rider was involved in a motorcycle crash – no further information.  The rider was transported to a local 
hospital for evaluation. 
 
16 September 2021/1400L - 00 year-old, XX Location:  Manama, Bahrain 
Yr./Make/Model: NR 
PPE: Yes 
License: Yes 
Training: Level I (NR) / Level II (NR) 
Remarks:  Rider was in stop-andgo traffic when the rider over accelerated and ran into the vehicle in front of the 
rider.  Rider only suffered minor scratches. 
 
15 September 2021/1230L - 42 year-old, O-4 Location:  Julian, CA  
Yr./Make/Model: 0000 Harley Davidson Road Glide (Non-Sport) 
PPE: Yes 
License: Yes 
Training: Level I (Feb 2001) / Level II (Jul 2021) 
Remarks:  Rider was involved in a motorcycle crash – no further information.  The rider was transported to a local 
hospital for evaluation. 
 
13 September 2021/0045L - 00 year-old, E-5 Location:  Jacksonville, FL  
Yr./Make/Model: NR (Sport) 
PPE: Yes 
License: Yes 
Training: Level I (NR) / Level II (NR) 
Remarks:  Rider traveling on I-295 when a vehicle changed lanes into the rider’s lane, striking the rider.  The rider 
was transported to a local hospital for a fractured left clavicle and severe road rash. 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

13 September 2021/1830L - 00 year-old, E-3 Location: Richlands, NC  
Yr./Make/Model: 0000 (Sport)    
PPE: Yes 
License: Yes 
Training: Level I (Apr 2021) / Level II (Jun 2021) 
Remarks:  Rider was riding in a group with other motorcycle riders when another motorcycle cut in front of the 
rider and stopped suddenly; the rider struck the rear of other motorcycle and was ejected.  Rider transported to a 
local hospital and treated for injuries.   
 
12 September 2021/1120L - 00 year-old, E-6 Location: Newton, MO  
Yr./Make/Model: 2017 Kawasaki (Sport)    
PPE: Yes 
License: Yes 
Training: Level I (NR) / Level II (NR) 
Remarks:  Rider traveled too fast in a curve when the back tire lost traction and the rider crashed.  Rider transported 
to a local hospital and treated for road rash and released.   
 
12 September 2021/1900L - 00 year-old, E-6 Location:  Brooklyn, NY 
Yr./Make/Model: 2005 Kawasaki (Sport) 
PPE: Yes 
License: Yes 
Training: Level I (NR) / Level II (NR) 
Remarks:  Rider was WB on the I-278 and was rear-ended by another vehicle, ejecting the rider.  Rider transported 
to a local hospital and treated for a fractured clavicle. 
 
12 September 2021/2030L - 00 year-old, E-6 Location:  Brent, FL  
Yr./Make/Model: NR 
PPE: Yes 
License: Yes 
Training: Level I (NR) / Level II (NR) 
Remarks:  SVM Rider w/ a SVM passenger were EB on the I-10 when the rider experienced a rear tire blow out and 
crashed. The rider and passenger were both transported to a local hospital for abrasions and bruising. 
 
10 September 2021/2000L 00 year-old, E-3 Location:  Portsmouth, VA 
Yr./Make/Model: NR (Non-Sport) 
PPE: Yes 
License: Yes 
Training: Level I (NR) / Level II (NR) 
Remarks:  Rider was being passed by another vehicle when the rider ran into a barrier.  Rider self-transported to a 
local hospital, treated for a wrist injury, and then released. 
 
10 September 2021/0000L 33 year-old, E-6 Location:  San Diego, CA 
Yr./Make/Model: 0000 Kawasaki Ninja (Sport) 
PPE: Yes 
License: NR 
Training: Level I (Mar 2015) / Level II (Mar 2015) 
Remarks:  Rider was involved in a motorcycle crash and transported to a local hospital for serious injuries.  No 
further information. 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
09 September 2021/1330L 00 year-old, E-5 Location:  San Diego, CA 
Yr./Make/Model: NR (Non-Sport) 
PPE: Yes 
License: Yes 
Training: Level I (Mar 2017) / Level II (May 2017) 
Remarks:  Rider was exiting the I-5 and overcorrected in a turn on the off-ramp.  As a result, the rider lost control 
and crashed when a footpeg on the motorcycle contacted the pavement.  Rider treated at the local hospital for 
injuries. 
 
07 September 2021/0840L 00 year-old, E-6 Location:  Virginia Beach, VA 
Yr./Make/Model: NR (Sport) 
PPE: Yes 
License: Yes 
Training: Level I (NR) / Level II (NR) 
Remarks:  Rider was stopped at a traffic light when another vehicle from behind struck the rider.  Rider transported 
to a local hospital and treated for whiplash. 
 
07 September 2021/1330L - 00 year-old, E-3 Location:  Greenwood, CA 
Yr./Make/Model: (Non-Sport)  
PPE: Yes 
License: Yes 
Training: Level I (NR) / Level II (NR) 
Remarks:  Rider underestimated the length of a sweeping turn and collided head-on with another vehicle. Rider 
transported to the local hospital and treated for a leg fracture. 
 
06 September 2021/2000L - 00 year-old, E-6 Location:  Beaufort, SC 
Yr./Make/Model: NR (Non-Sport) 
PPE: Yes 
License: Yes 
Training: Level I (NR) / Level II (NR) 
Remarks:  Another vehicle pulled out into the path of the rider.  Rider attempted to avoid vehicle but struck the 
front fender and was ejected.  Rider transported to the local hospital for injuries. 
 
06 September 2021/1315L - 00 year-old, E-9 Location:  Jacksonville, FL 
Yr./Make/Model: NR (Non-Sport) 
PPE: Yes 
License: Yes 
Training: Level I (NR) / Level II (NR) 
Remarks:  Rider was traveling on I-95 when traffic came to a sudden stop.  The vehicle behind the rider could not 
stop in time and rear-ended the rider ejecting the rider.  Rider treated for minor injuries. 
 
05 September 2021/1630L 20 year-old, E-5 Location:  Portsmouth, VA 
Yr./Make/Model: NR (Sport) 
PPE: Yes 
License: Yes 
Training: Level I (Sept 2021) / Level II (None) 
Remarks:  Rider was making a right turn and crashed into a parked semi-truck.  Rider treated for multiple injuries. 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
05 September 2021/1900L - 00 year-old, E-2 Location:  Mission Viejo, CA 
Yr./Make/Model: NR  
PPE: Yes 
License: Yes 
Training: Level I (NR) / Level II (NR) 
Remarks:  Rider lost control of the motorcycle while negotiating a left hand turn.  Rider transported to a local 
hospital and treated for minor injuries. 
 
04 September 2021/0000L 20 year-old, E-3 Location:  Virginia Beach, VA 
Yr./Make/Model: NR  
PPE: Yes 
License: Yes 
Training: Level I (None) / Level II (None) 
Remarks:  Rider was involved in a motorcycle crash, transported to local hospital for injuries and admitted to ICU.  
No further information. 
 
03 September 2021/1530L - 25 year-old, O-2 Location:  Suffolk, VA 
Yr./Make/Model: NR (Non-Sport) 
PPE: Yes 
License: Yes 
Training: Level I (Oct 2021) / Level II (NR) 
Remarks:  Rider was negotiating a turn, lost control of the motorcycle, was ejected over the handlebars, and ended 
up in a ditch.  Rider transported to a local hospital and treated for multiple fractures. 
 
03 September 2021/1500L - 23 year-old, E-5 Location:  Dallas, TX 
Yr./Make/Model: 0000 Harley Davidson (Non-Sport) 
PPE: Yes 
License: Yes 
Training: Level I (Oct 2021) / Level II (NR) 
Remarks:  Rider was on a residential street when the rider lost control in a turn.  Rider treated for a bruised elbow, 
thigh, and should road rash. 
 
03 September 2021/1530L - 00 year-old, E-4 Location:  Los Angeles, CA 
Yr./Make/Model: NR  
PPE: Yes 
License: Yes 
Training: Level I (NR) / Level II (NR) 
Remarks:  Rider was struck by another vehicle that merged into rider’s lane.  Rider transported to a local hospital 
and treated for multiple leg and foot injuries. 
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	05 September 2021/1630L 20 year-old, E-5 Location:  Portsmouth, VA
	Yr./Make/Model: NR (Sport)
	PPE: Yes
	License: Yes
	Training: Level I (Sept 2021) / Level II (None)
	Remarks:  Rider was making a right turn and crashed into a parked semi-truck.  Rider treated for multiple injuries.
	05 September 2021/1900L - 00 year-old, E-2 Location:  Mission Viejo, CA
	Yr./Make/Model: NR
	PPE: Yes
	License: Yes
	Training: Level I (NR) / Level II (NR)
	Remarks:  Rider lost control of the motorcycle while negotiating a left hand turn.  Rider transported to a local hospital and treated for minor injuries.
	04 September 2021/0000L 20 year-old, E-3 Location:  Virginia Beach, VA
	Yr./Make/Model: NR
	PPE: Yes
	License: Yes
	Training: Level I (None) / Level II (None)
	Remarks:  Rider was involved in a motorcycle crash, transported to local hospital for injuries and admitted to ICU.  No further information.
	03 September 2021/1530L - 25 year-old, O-2 Location:  Suffolk, VA
	Yr./Make/Model: NR (Non-Sport)
	PPE: Yes
	License: Yes
	Training: Level I (Oct 2021) / Level II (NR)
	Remarks:  Rider was negotiating a turn, lost control of the motorcycle, was ejected over the handlebars, and ended up in a ditch.  Rider transported to a local hospital and treated for multiple fractures.
	03 September 2021/1500L - 23 year-old, E-5 Location:  Dallas, TX
	Yr./Make/Model: 0000 Harley Davidson (Non-Sport)
	PPE: Yes
	License: Yes
	Training: Level I (Oct 2021) / Level II (NR)
	Remarks:  Rider was on a residential street when the rider lost control in a turn.  Rider treated for a bruised elbow, thigh, and should road rash.
	03 September 2021/1530L - 00 year-old, E-4 Location:  Los Angeles, CA
	Yr./Make/Model: NR
	PPE: Yes
	License: Yes
	Training: Level I (NR) / Level II (NR)
	Remarks:  Rider was struck by another vehicle that merged into rider’s lane.  Rider transported to a local hospital and treated for multiple leg and foot injuries.

